


Child Support Bureau

SECTION



CHILD SUPPORT

The Bureau of Child Support helps Indiana’s children and families by enforcing parental
responsibility through collection of payments by non-custodial parents. The Child
Support Program provides a full range of child support services including establishment
of paternity, establishment and enforcement of child support orders, collection and
distribution of child support payments, and location of absent parents.

Title IV-D (Child Support and Establishment of Paternity) of the Federal Social Security
Act, enacted in 1975, required  that a Child Support Program be established in every
state that chose to participate in the IV-A programs.  The Child Support Program became
effective in Indiana on October 1, 1976 under the provisions of IC 12-17-2.  The Indiana
Child Support Program is administered by the Child Support Bureau of the Indiana
Division of Family and Children within FSSA.

In Indiana, the Child Support Bureau has entered into cooperative agreements with the
local county prosecutors in all Indiana counties to provide child support enforcement
services.  It has cooperative agreements with the Clerks of Circuit Courts for collecting
support payments, and with several courts to set up Special Hearing Officers specifically
to adjudicate Title IV-D cases.

Every child has the right to the care and support of both parents, whether or not the
parents are married or both in the home.  The child support program enforces this right. 
Child support services are offered through local County Prosecutors’ Office’s.  These
services include:

� Locating absent parents
� Establishing paternity
� Establishing and enforcing support orders
� Establishing and enforcing medical support orders
� Collecting current and past due support payments
� Review and adjustment of current support orders

This program is available free of charge to anyone receiving TANF, Hoosier Healthwise or
Medicaid for their children.  Parents receiving TANF or Medicaid for their children will be
required to pursue child support services (the IV-D program) through the local County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Any other family that is in need of these services can receive them for a one-time
application fee of $25.00.

Anyone interested in receiving these services can do so by contacting their local County
Prosecutor’s Office.  In order to receive the child support services of the Prosecutor’s
office, it is critical that all necessary information is provided by the person applying for 
services.  All information requested is necessary in order to provide the best possible
service.  All information provided is strictly confidential.



The Child Support Program has several tools available to enforce child support
obligations.  These tools include:                                                                                          
           

� income withholding,
� liens of property,
� interception of income tax refunds (state and federal),
� interception of unemployment compensation benefits,
� interception of lottery winnings,
� credit bureau reporting,
� drivers and professional , and recreational license suspension,
� financial institution data cross matching,
� new hire reporting, and 
� computer automation of its operations,

                  including interfaces with numerous other computer systems,
�    child support action plans in all 92 local offices aimed at improving 
      communication with local child support offices, and improving service 
      to the public

The impact of the Child Support Program collection efforts for the citizens of Indiana can
be seen in the collection figures for the State Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2002.  During
this year the Child Support Bureau collected $419,519,130.  During the first year of
operation, the Bureau collected $5,700,000.  These increased collections mean more
Indiana children are receiving the child support they deserve and that fewer Indiana
families will have to resort to public assistance to survive.  

The Indiana Child Support Bureau was awarded a Fragile Families Demonstration Waiver
Grant in 2000, one of 10 states, at the time, to receive such a grant.  Our grantee is the
Fathers and Families Research/Resource Center, Inc.  This organization helps young
unmarried parents with a child under the age of three (3) for whom paternity has not been
established.
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Indiana Family & Social Services Administration
Disbursement Of Child Support Collected For State Fiscal Years  1994 - 2002
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Indiana Family & Social Services Administration

Child Support Collections From Tax Intercept
(TANF & Non-TANF)

Calendar Years 1993 - 2001
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Indiana Family & Social Services Administration

Child Support Collections From Tax Intercept, Federal & State Revenue
Calendar Years 1993 - 2001
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